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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The computer image file entitled Aa-18302.jpg has been classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The computer image file exploits the nudity of children and young persons to a high 
extent and degree. The image depicts a young girl kneeling on a bed. Her arms are 
raised and she has a short singlet on her upper body. The singlet has a word printed 
on the front of which only the suffix ‘teen’ can be read. The girl has no clothing on the 
lower portion of her body. The manner of the domestic setting in which the girl is 
posed encourages a sexual reading of the girl’s nudity. The dominant effect of the 
publication is the manner in which the girl’s nudity is displayed to highlight her sexual 
characteristics. The format of the publication, as a computer image file, is a significant 
consideration. Computer technology allows easy reproduction and distribution of such 
files via national and international telecommunications networks. There is no apparent 
family or other legitimate context for this image. Given these elements, the 
Classification Office is of the opinion that the image has little purpose other than the 
sexual gratification of adults with a sexual interest in young persons. 

Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) as they relate to this publication. The Classification Office 
considers that the availability of the computer image file is likely to be injurious to the 
public good due to the extent and degree to which and the manner in which the image 
exploits the nudity of a young person. The limit on the freedom of expression resulting 
from this classification is considered to be reasonable and demonstrably justified, 
given the objective of preventing harm to the public. A less restrictive classification, 
such as making the publication available only to adults, would not mitigate the 
exploitation of children or young persons’ nudity for the apparent purpose of gratifying 
adult viewers who are titillated or stimulated by such images. 
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